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ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A congregation of the  

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

welcomes you! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

SATURDAY 

“SHINE” CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP: 6:00 PM (1st Saturdays - Chapel) 
 

SUNDAY 

THE DIVINE LITURGY:  9:00AM 

in-person & streaming 

EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP HOUR: 10:30 AM 
 

 

105 EAST “D” STREET   BELLEVILLE, IL  62220 

PHONE: 618.233.9809 

EMAIL: WORSHIP@STMARKBELLEVILLE.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.STMARKBELLEVILLE.ORG 
 

The Reverend Brian M. Robison, Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

PRELUDE & WELCOME 

October 29,  

2023 

 

 

Reformation 

Sunday 

 PLEASE wear a mask/face covering if you are exhibiting any upper respiratory symptoms 

consistent with allergies, a cold, or COVID-19 (runny nose, cough, sore throat). 

 To parents with small children: We are glad your family is worshiping with us today! “Quiet 

Bags” (supplies & activities for use by small children) are available in the Welcome Area.  If you or 

your child need a break from the service, feel free to walk to the Welcome Area/narthex (the service 

is still audible over the speakers). 

    Parish Hall and Restrooms are located on the lower level of the main church building. The 

stairway is off the entrance foyer. A second handicapped access restroom is available next to the 

accessibility lift to the lower level is located in the Welcome Area.  An usher will be happy to assist 

you with the lift.  

    Assistive listening devices and low vision items are available. Please ask one of our ushers for 

assistance. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   Please STAND as you are able   

Blessed be the one God who forms us, who bears the cross, and who makes our joy complete – 

Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Let us bow before God in humility as we confess our sin. 

Please KNEEL or remain as you are 

Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. 

We are overwhelmed by the world's violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we 

have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. 

For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we 

turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the 

right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, God's justice stretches beyond all understanding. God's compassion is beyond 

compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In + Christ, you are already and 

always forgiven. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN  “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” ELW 504 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.       

And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE  ELW 204 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Let us pray... Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church 

in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 

protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 

bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Following the prayer, please SIT. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:    Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and 

say to them: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 15You shall not render an 

unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall 

judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall 

not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 17You shall not hate in your heart 

anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18You 

shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 

The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 46   sung responsively between choir and congregation  

 

1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

 a very present | help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

 and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
3though its waters | rage and foam, 

 and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

 the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

 God shall help it at the | break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

 God speaks, and the earth | melts away.    
7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

 what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
10"Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth." 
11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.    
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SECOND READING:     Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For "no human 

being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the 

knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 

all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did 

this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 

previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that 

he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By 

what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified 

by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA VERSE The assembly STANDS to welcome the gospel.   

 

GOSPEL:    Matthew 22:34-46 

A reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as recorded by the apostle 

Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 
35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36"Teacher, which commandment 

in the law is the greatest?" 37He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38This is the greatest and first 

commandment. 39And a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40On these 

two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." 41Now while the Pharisees were 

gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42What do you think of the Messiah? Whose 
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son is he? They said to him, "The son of David." 43He said to them, "How is it then that David 

by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I 

put your enemies under your feet" '? 45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?" 
46No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any 

more questions. 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.   Please SIT 

SERMON The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast”  ELW 517 

 

CREED  Tune: Austria 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION The names of those for whom we pray aloud are listed below. Please read 

only the first names. Other prayer intentions can be found in the Mark Times newsletter.  The response to God of 

grace, is Hear our prayer… 

Dave Brauer, Gary Dozier,  Evelyn Duncan, Mary Hill, Bruce Martens,  

Dwight Ness, Mae Newsome, Kim Palmer, Tina Partelow, Sandy Purdy,  

Marilyn Robinson, Carol Weshinskey, Gary Weshinskey, & Barb Wurdinger 

MEAL 

PEACE The assembly is invited to share a greeting of God’s peace with one another. Please be respectful to those 

who wish to do so from a distance. Following the Peace, you may be seated for a few moments 

Should you wish to leave an offering today, it may be placed in the wooden box on the table near the baptismal font 

at any point during or after the service. 

CHOIR ANTHEM “God is Our Refuge”  Music by Allen Pote 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Assistant: Let us pray together… God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We 

bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

 

 
Acknowledgements: Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except 

psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches 

of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used by permission: 

License #SBL07861. Songs and hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-729176: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God© 1978 Lutheran Book of 

Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress; “Salvation Unto Us Has Come” © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; “Now Lord” Text & Tune © 1978 Lutheran 

Book of Worship, admin; “Rise, Shine, You People!” Text & Tune © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. All other hymns used are in the 

Public Domain. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

It is indeed right… we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come;  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread,  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus invites you to this table. Come forth, eat and live. 

LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  Please SIT 

Communion is open to everyone.  In this sacrament, we believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and 

wine.  At this service, communion will be served from around the altar rail. At the usher’s direction, please come 

forward and kneel at the altar rail. 

 After receiving the bread, you may take an individual cup or drink from the chalice.  

 You may return to your seat after communing. 

 Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing. Please cross your arms over your 

chest to indicate this preference. 

 Reception of the Eucharist under one kind (bread or wine) is valid communion for those who must avoid 

either for health reasons. 

 If you are unable to go to the altar for communion, please notify an usher or the pastor, so that communion 

may be brought to you in your pew. 

COMMUNION MUSIC 

“Ein Feste Burg/ A Mighty Fortress”     St. Mark Bell Choir  
 

After the distribution is complete, please STAND as you are able for the blessing. 

TABLE BLESSING   

The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
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CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION  “Now, Lord” ELW 201 

   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Assistant: Let us pray together… Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your 

Word - Jesus Christ - the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us 

to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus' 

name we pray. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING    

The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, + bless 

you now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN “Rise, Shine, You People!”  ELW 665 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DISMISSAL      

Assistant: Go in peace. God is at work in you.    Thanks be to God. 

 

MINISTERS OF TODAY’S LITURGY 

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison  +  Assisting Minister: Charlie Duncan 

Chalice Bearer: Greg Martens  +  Crucifer: TBD  +  Lector: Aaron Fuchs  

Livestream Camera: Aaron Fuchs  +  Ushers:  Mark Bearth & TBD   

Trained Responder: Melanie Robison 
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Prayer Intentions 

St. Mark Members 

Dave Brauer, Gary Dozier, Evelyn Duncan, Mary Hill, Bruce Martens, Dwight Ness,  

Mae Newsome,  Kim Palmer, Tina Partelow, Sandra Purdy, Marilyn Robinson,  

Carol Weshinskey, Gary Weshinskey, & Barb Wurdinger 

St. Mark Family and Friends 

Dennis Althardt, Stellamarie Bearth, Phyllis Booker, Kathy Boxdorfer, Patty Brennecke, Susan Carson, 

Dorothy Cheek, Christine, Catherine Davis, Brian Dinges, Mike Ellison, Katrina Fenner, Taiylar Foppe,  

Josh Gansmann, Christine Gass, Viv Gillespie, Joni Giordano, David Graber, Margy Groennert,  

Stephanie Groennert, TC Groennert, Jamie House, Donna Koudelka, Austin Lickenbrock, Becky Loeschner, 

Elroy Luffman, Wyatt Madison, Christopher Martiszus, Glenda Martiszus, Bobby & Joyce McCall,  

Allen Martens, Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt, Dean Norrenberns, Theresa Painter, Hilda Parnell,  

Tim & Missy Partelow, Debbie & Larry Powers, Goldie Rideout, Darrell Robinson, Sarah and Family,  

Dave Schaaf, Jill Schlueter, Stefanie Schroeder, David & Donna Sims, Margie Snep, Ingrid Thompson,  

Kris Whitley, Louise Wilson, Elisabeth Woodrome, Karen Woolf, Wilma Woolf, Ken Zika, Chloe Zipperer 

St. Mark Thanksgivings 

We pray for those who celebrate their birthdays this week:  

Curtis Dowty (11/1) and Haley & Olivia Buehlhorn (11/2) 

 

 

ST. MARK STAFF 

Pastor: The Rev. Brian M. Robison   

Administrative Assistant:  Randi Cardoza    +   Organist:  Evelyn Duncan 

Music Director: Carol Kugler   +   Parish Nurse: Becky Schnitzius 

 

 

 

Evangelism/Social Ministry October Mission Donations 

$200 for Downtown Belleville Trick or Treat Supplies 

$400 Pregnancy Care Center, Belleville 
 

About the Pregnancy Care Center, Belleville  -  Serves adolescents and women in need of help 

during their pregnancy.  The director and all persons who work at the Center are unpaid volunteers. 

    The Pregnancy Care Center does not charge for any of the services offered. When a new mom 

makes her first visit after giving birth, she is given a layette containing items needed to care for a 

newborn’s basic needs for the first six weeks, including onesies, sleepers, towel, wash cloths, burp 

pads, bibs, several outfits, receiving blankets, quilt or large blanket, sheet, bottles, pacifier, socks, 

diapers, etc. Families can then visit the center once a month to get supplies such as diapers, pull-ups, 

wipes, pajamas, clothing, shoes, socks, books, toys, etc. 

    For more information visit their webpage https://pregnancycarecenter.org/ 

  

https://pregnancycarecenter.org/
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MARK TIMES NEWS & NOTES FOR OCTOBER 29, 2023 

REFORMATION SUNDAY  

  

  

   THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK  
Wednesday 11/1: 10:30AM Joint Use Task Force-Conference Room  

Thursday 11/2:  6:15PM Bell Choir Rehearsal  

  7:15PM Voice Choir Rehearsal  

Saturday 11/4:  
  

6:00PM SHINE Contemporary Worship-Chapel  

“Noisy Offering” TODAY  
A noisy offering will be taken today to help reduce the over-$5000 worth of past-due lunch 

and book fees accumulated by Franklin School students.  The school staff will determine 

which student’s accounts will be credited. Not-So-Noisy offerings may be made at 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YT91/campaign/C-14EWR or mailed to the church office with 

Noisy Change written on the Memo Line.  

  

  

*Daylight Saving Time ends NEXT Sunday, November 5*   

  

  

Sunday Movie Matinee in the Parish Hall!  
Come back to the Parish Hall THIS Sunday, November 5, from 2:30PM to 
4:30PM for our first-ever movie matinee! We will be showing the movie 5000 
Blankets. Inspired by a real-life story, it is a moving, inspiring drama about a woman 

and her son who start a movement that inspires a city. The matinee will prepare us for 

our November collection of blankets, hats, gloves, & scarves for the homeless in our 

community.  Popcorn, soda, bottled water and other movie snacks will be available.  Invite your family, 
friends, co-workers, neighbors to join us for this FREE movie!  
  

Our All Saints Sunday worship service is NEXT Sunday, November 5 at 9:00AM.   

Names of deceased loved ones may be entered into our Book of Remembrance, which is on the  

St.  Mark  table  in  the  Welcome  Area.  You  may  also  contact  the  church  office  

(office@stmarkbelleville.org) to add a someone to the list.  

 All written names will be included in the worship folder, but only the names of those 

who have died over the past year will be read during the service, with a single toll of 

a bell after each name. Please mark a star or an asterisk next to the names of loved ones 

who have died in the last year.   

  

Gift of New Silverware!  

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YT91/campaign/C-14EWR
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YT91/campaign/C-14EWR
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YT91/campaign/C-14EWR
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YT91/campaign/C-14EWR
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YT91/campaign/C-14EWR
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YT91/campaign/C-14EWR
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After many years of dealing with mismatched and occasionally chipped forks, knives, and spoons 

in the Parish Hall, we give thanks for the gift of entirely new silverware from the donations 

given in memory of Randy Hinkle. Randy was a great friend to many, and he loved spending 

time in fellowship, and he would be pleased to know that the gift in his honor will complement 

activities that bring people together for shared meals.  

  

  

  

Monthly Treasurer’s Note  

September 2023 Income  $15,323.93   September 2022 Income  $16,009.50  

September 2023 Expenses  $18,624.02  September 2022 Expenses  $17,503.64  

September 2023 Net Cash Flow  -$3,300.09  September 2022 Net Cash Flow  -$1,494.14  

Giving was down and expenses were up compared to the same month last year.  We’re at a deficit of $5,346.85 

as of the end of September.    

    It’s budget time again!  Committee heads, please let me know if you would like to change your group’s 

spending for 2024.  Everyone, ideas and feedback are always welcome!        Thank you!  Sarah Ott, Treasurer  

sarah.j.ott@gmail.com  

  

Pumpkin Palooza November 19!  
It's the 'Great Pumpkin' Palooza, St. Mark and St. George’s! On Sunday, November 19, we 

will have a bake sale between and after all three services to benefit our combined Food 
Pantry. Put it on your calendar now to bake, shop and join the fun for a very important 

ministry. Soon we will have cans of pumpkin from our pantry available if you would like to take 

some for your baking, but you can bring any flavor of baked goods to sell.  

  

THANKS from Fiber Arts!  
Our Fiber Arts group wishes to thank everyone who donated medicine bottles used to create festive 

Halloween decorations for and with the residents of Westfield Manor!  

 
  

Seizure Awareness Class  
The Joint Safety Committee of St. George’s and St. Mark is sponsoring a class to educate and prepare us 

for the safe and correct care of a person exhibiting any type of seizure activity.    

    All members of the Joint Safety Committee and our respective Safety Volunteers are encouraged 

to sign up and attend, though the class is open to any member of each congregation. This class is free and 

will take place on Saturday, December 2, 2023, from 10:00-11:30am in the Parish Hall.  
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    To ensure we have the correct number of handouts and materials, it is important that you sign up. A signup 

sheet is on the St. Mark table in the Narthex. The last day to sign up is Tuesday, November 28.  For more 

information, please contact Mark.Bearth@gmail.com or text him at (618) 767-6543.  

  

St. Mark Offerings Report for October 22   
General Fund: $5,452.11 (includes online offerings received by 10/27); Food Pantry: $14.27;   

Coffee Fund: $24; Muller Landscaping Fund: $101; Fiber Arts: $101; Property Maintenance: $101  
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St. Mark T-Shirt Ideas 2023 – Ballot 2  

Please circle your top 3 favorites and return them to the box on the St. Mark 
table in the Narthex any time before Tuesday, October 31.  

*Including those specified below, all shirts will have “St. Mark Lutheran Church” somewhere 
on the finished product  

**Mock-up examples can be found in the ballot bin in the Narthex and on the 
table in the Parish Hall below the St. Mark bulletin board  

1. Front, in “Indiana Jones” font: St. Mark Lutheran Church   

Back, under image of the Ark of the Covenant: It is Well with my Soul 

John 14:27 www.stmarkbelleville.org 2. Front, in “Guardians of the 

Galaxy” font:   

St. Mark Lutheran Church Back:   

Come and Get Your Love  

1 John 4:7 3. 

Front of shirt, in “Star Trek” font:    

St. Mark Lutheran Church Belleville 

Back of shirt, in different “Star Trek” font:    

Boldly Go.  

Matthew 28:19-20 www.stmarkbelleville.org  

4. Jesus – The gift that keeps on giving  

5. “Nailed It” – Martin Luther  

6.     (5 Stars) “Come for the wine, stay for the 

coffee”  
 


