ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH

A congregation of the
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THE REV. BRIAN M. ROBISON, PASTOR
THE REV. RONALD C. NEUSTADT, PASTOR EMERITUS
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+ To parents with small children: We are glad your family is worshiping with us today! “Quiet Bags’
(supplies & activities for use by small children) are available in the Welcome Area. If you or your child need
a break from the service, feel free to use the Welcome Area/narthex (the service is audible over the speakers).

+ An accessible Restroom is available off the Welcome Area/Narthex next to the accessibility lift to the lower
level. Parish Hall and additional Restrooms are located on the lower level of the main church building. The
stairway is off the entrance foyer. An usher will be happy to assist you with the lift.

+ Assistive listening devices and low vision items are available. Please ask one of our ushers for assistance.

+ Land Acknowledgement: This church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the
Quapaw, Myaamia, Kaskaskia, and Kickapoo peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We also recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and still call
this land home.



PRELUDE “But Now I See”
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please STAND as you are able
Blessed be the Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit —

the one God who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

R. Williamson

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

Please KNEEL or remain as you are

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,
and for hindering the work of the Spirit:
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers:
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of +F Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Be Thou My Vision”
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow'’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence  my light.
raise thou me heav’n - ward, Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still. he_ my, vi_ - sion., O Rul - er of all.

GREETING

ELW 793

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray... Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Following the prayer, please SIT.

WORD

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
' The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being

king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for

I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” ? Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears

of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to

sacrifice to the LORD.” 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and

you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” * Samuel did what the LORD commanded
3



and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you
come peaceably?” > He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited
them to the sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before
the LORD.” " But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” ® Then Jesse called Abinadab and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” ° Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” ' Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of
these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we
will not sit down until he comes here.” ' He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had
beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the
one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and
the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and
went to Ramah.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, ° for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. ' Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. !! Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 2 For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, '*but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, ' for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE  The assembly STANDS to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: John 9:1-41

A reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as recorded by the apostle
John. Glory to you, O Lord.

! As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. > As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ' saying to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back
able to see. ® The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?”” * Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” '° But they kept asking him, “Then how
were your eyes opened?” ! He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes,
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” ' They
said to him, “Where is he?”” He said, “I do not know.”

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '* Now it was a Sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '° Then the Pharisees also began to ask him
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now I see.” ' Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. '7 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

8 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight !° and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” ?° His parents answered, “We know that this is
our son and that he was born blind, 2! but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. > Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” ?° He answered, “I do not know whether he is
a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 2’ He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” 2 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. 2 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
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comes from.” ** The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 3! We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 3> Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 3* If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” 3* They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out.

33 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?” 3¢ He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in
him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” ** He said,
“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. * Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so
that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” *° Some of the
Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are
we?” 4! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say,
‘We see,” your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. Please SIT
SERMON “Seeing Through Theodicy” The Rev. Brian M. Robison

Following the sermon, the assembly STANDS to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Dearest Jesus, At Your Word” ELW 520
—p—ﬂ i 1 I P { | — I 1
— I 4 ) o i I h ] T
© ¢ 5 o i
1 Dear - est Je - sus, at your word we have come a -
2 All  our knowl-edge, sense, and sight lie in deep - est
3 Ra - diance of God’s glo - ry bright, Light of Light from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, praise to you and
M
et i s
gain  to hear you; let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed till your Spir - it breaks the  night,
God pro - ceed - ing, Je - sus, send your bless-ed light;
ad - o - ra - tion! Grant us what we need the  most
!} ﬁ s | '
y 470 5‘ 5 = } | [ ] ’1: - ; - | I
: 7 s
and in glow-ing faith be  near you as the prom - is -
fill - ing us with light un - cloud - ed. All good thoughts and
help our hear-ing, speak - ing, heed - ing, that our prayers and
all your gos-pel’s con - so - la - tion while we here on
| ] | ;
—‘9‘5 I . T K 1 [ i | I
i i —} 1 “M,_._ I‘ 13 F”}
= IS
es here giv - en draw us whol - ly up to  heav - en
all good liv - ing come but by your gra - cious giv -  ing.
songs may please you, as with grate - ful hearts we praise you.
earth a - wait you, till in heav’'n with praise we greet you.

6



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION The names of those for whom we pray aloud (members, staff, first-time

additions) are listed below. Please read only the first names. Other prayer intentions can be found in the back of
this bulletin. The response to “Hear us, O God,” is “Your mercy is great.”

Ken Augustine, Eleanor Benton, Rob Buck, Gary Dozier, Charlie Duncan, Evelyn Duncan,
Art Engelage, Michael Foppe, Morris Kugler, Diane Maes, Bruce Martens, Lucy Montgomery,
Ron Neustadt, Tina Partelow, Marilyn Robinson, Cohen Summers, Carol Weshinskey, Gary Weshinskey,

PEACE The assembly is invited to share a greeting of God’s peace with one another. Following the Peace, you
may be seated for a few moments.

CHOIR ANTHEM “O Sacred Head Surrounded” Tune: Hassler/Handel
Lyrics on back page

OFFERING Should you wish to leave an offering today, it may be placed in the wooden box on the table

near the baptismal font at any point during or after the service.

OFFERING PRAYER Please STAND as you are able

Assistant: Let us pray together...

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING Spoken

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...we praise your name, and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Spoken

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER



THE LORD’S PRAYER traditional
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come;
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Communion is open to everyone. In this sacrament, we believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine.

At this service, communion will be served from around the altar rail. At the usher’s direction, please come forward

and kneel at the altar rail.

X After receiving the bread, you may take an individual cup or drink from the chalice.

¥ You may return to your seat after communing.

¥ Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing. Please cross your arms over your chest
to indicate this preference.

% Reception of the Eucharist under one kind (bread or wine) is valid communion for those who must avoid either
for health reasons.

¥ Ifyou are unable to go to the altar for communion, please notify an usher or the pastor, so that communion may
be brought to you in your pew.

Acknowledgements: Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations
(except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used
with permission of OneLicense #SBL07861: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” ©1929 Oxford University Press; “Children of the Heavenly
Father” ©1925, 1953 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. All rights reserved. Some hymn music has been altered due to space
considerations. All other printed hymns used are in the Public Domain.
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SONGS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION:

“The Lord’s My Shepherd” ELW 778
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and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in  the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.
FLUTE DUET Lily Buck, Nick Baker

After the distribution is complete, the assembly STANDS for the blessing.

TABLE BLESSING
The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION “Blessed Be God, the Source of All Life” ELW 210
04, . ' ‘ ‘ i —rg
S e
Bless-ed be God, the source of all life, the word of sal -
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Assistant: Let us pray together. ..

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles
us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Receive the blessing of the most Holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus

Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, = bless you now

and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” ELW 324
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Cross for - sake me; lo, it  glows with peace and joy.
ra -  diance stream-ing adds more lus - ter the day.
knows no mea - sure, joys that through all time a - bide.
ANNOUNCMENTS
DISMISSAL Go in peace. Believe the Good News. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “Meditation on 23rd Psalm” F. Ashdown

MINISTERS OF TODAY’ LITURGY

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison + Assisting Minister: Corbin Monfre
Lector: Terry Tribout + Crucifer: Keith Kneipkamp + Tech Minister: Greg Martens
Chalice Bearer: Mike Murakami + Safety Volunteer: Frank Dressel

Ushers: Curt Gansmann & TBD + Organist: Evelyn Duncan
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Choir Anthem: “O Sacred Head Surrounded”

Text: Attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, tr. Henry Baker
Tune: Hans Leo Hassler and George F. Handel

O sacred Head surrounded Our Father, we have wandered
By crown of piercing thorn! and hidden from your face;
O bleeding Head, so wounded, In foolishness have squandered
Reviled and put to scorn! your legacy of grace.
The pow'r of death comes o'er you, But now, in exile dwelling,
The glow of life decays, we rise with fear and shame,
Yet angel hosts adore you as, distant but compelling,
And tremble as they gaze we hear you call our name.

Praver Intentions

St. Mark Members
Ken Augustine, Eleanor Benton, Rob Buck, Gary Dozier, Charlie Duncan, Evelyn Duncan,
Art Engelage, Michael Foppe, Morris Kugler, Diane Maes, Bruce Martens, Lucy Montgomery,

Tina Partelow, Marilyn Robinson, Cohen Summers, Carol and Gary Weshinskey

St. Mark Family and Friends
Dennis Althardt, Bert Alvarez, Stellamarie Bearth, John Belz, Jim Boeving, Thomas Boxdorfer, Jim Braeutigam,

Patty Brennecke, Susan Carson, Christine, Arianna Curnes, Catherine Davis, Mike Ellison, Katrina Fenner,
Josh Gansmann, Christine Gass, Viv Gillespie, Joni Giordano, David Graber, Stephanie Groennert, TC Groennert,
Glenna Hamilton, Andrea Hendrix, Jamie House, Jimmy Jurgens, Austin Lickenbrock, Dusty Little,
Donna Loesche, Becky Loeschner, Wyatt Madison, Christopher Martiszus, Bobby & Joyce McCall, Don McCoy,
Allen Martens, Janet Middendorf, Linda Munn, Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt, Dean Norrenberns, Hilda Parnell,
Tim & Missy Partelow, Lana Perry, Larry Powers, Goldie Rideout, Jerry Robbins, Darrell Robinson,
Sarah and Family, Jill Schlueter, Stefanie Schroeder, Denise Sebastian, David & Donna Sims, Margie Snep,
Tom Stookey, Ingrid Thompson, David Vaught, Toni Walston, Louise Wilson, Margie Wilson, Molly Witherell,
Karen Woolf, Wilma Woolf, Ken Zika, Chloe Zipperer

Members and Friends Serving in Our Nation’s Military
Ethan Collins, Taiylar Foppe Merrel, Josh Merrel, Ryan McKenzie, Amy Morgan

Members celebrating birthdays this week
Diane Kenly (3/16), Elizabeth Brendel (3/17), Renee Southers (3/17),
Tucker Downen (3/17), Tina Partelow (3/18), Kylie Martens (3/20), and Allison Buck (3/21)

Members celebrating Wedding Anniversaries this week
Mike & Missy Kimbrell (3/21)
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MARX TiMES

NEWS & NOTES ror INARCI 15, 2026

THE WEEK AHEAD
Monday, March 16: 2:30PM Fiber Arts — Westfield Manor
6:30PM Yoga — Parish Hall
Tuesday, March 17: 5:00PM Food Pantry meeting
Wednesday, March 18: 11:15AM  Health & Wellness meeting - CR

6:00PM Soup supper — Parish Hall
7:00PM Lent Evening Prayer - church

Thursday, March 19: 4:00PM Chancel choir
5:45PM Bell Choir
Saturday, March 21 5:30PM  Trivia Night at Christ Community Lutheran Church

Today’s Adult Forum: Medicine in the Ancient World
This morning, join Pastor Brian as he explores health and healing in the ancient world.
Life in antiquity was filled with peril — war, disease, famine, and childbirth all contributed
to dramatically shorter lifespans than we enjoy today.
Yet ancient peoples were no less determined to prevent and cure illness. Entire cults, sanctuaries,
and professions devoted to healing shaped the spiritual and cultural landscapes of the ancient world.
Together we will explore what these cultures actually did to combat disease and injury — and whether
their methods hold up to modern science. The answers may surprise you!

Proclaim Christ’s Resurrection with Easter Flowers! \‘
Special envelopes can be found in the pews. Please complete the front portion of the Jex
envelope and return it, with a check or cash, to the offering box or to the office by Tuesday, .-
March 31. All dedications will be printed in the bulletin. v

Bunny Bazaar Coming Next Sunday!

Ry NEXT Sunday, March 22, in the tradition of November’s “Pumpkin Palooza,” we will host an
E ? Easter/Spring-themed bake sale and craft sale between and after all three services, with

¢ proceeds to benefit our combined Food Pantry. Bake an Easter/spring treat and bring
before services on March 22!

Midweek Lenten Soup Suppers
Come enjoy an evening of fellowship over a meal of soup and salad at 6:00PM in the Parish Hall on
the Wednesdays of Lent, before joining us in the church for evening prayer at 7:00PM (see below).



Lenten Evening Prayer: Ad Astra per Aspera

This Lent, journey with us on Wednesdays at 7:00PM in the church for a special evening
prayer series: “Ad Astra Per Aspera: A Trek Through Lent.” Using a space exploration theme
inspired by events like Sputnik, the Space Shuttle Challenger, Apollo 13, and more, we
explore how faith carries us “through hardships to the stars.” Each service includes Scripture,
prayer, and reflection in the style of Evening Prayer from Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
Come be grounded in God’s grace as we trek together toward Easter hope.

Christ Community Trivia Night Fundraiser!
Visit the sweetness of “Jesus Land” at Christ Community Lutheran
Jé§@§ Church (Columbia) for their annual TRIVIA NIGHT youth fundraiser on
A Saturday, March 21 from 6-8:00PM (doors open at 5:30p)! *This event will
wv\j)\/}&;ﬁ raise funds for this summer’s youth mission trip to Duluth, MN, which our

A Sweet Adventurein TRIVIA youth from St. Mark will be participating in!
+ Cost is $15 per person, or $110 for a table of 8
+ Bring your own food and snacks. Drinks available for purchase include mocktails, soda, and water.
+ Costume and Table Decorating Contests - dress up as your favorite Board Game and/or create
cool matching table decor. GET CREATIVE!
+ Generic trivia categories - there will be something for everyone!
**Let Melanie know if you haven’t had a chance to sign up — there may still be space available.
Checks can be written to St. Mark Youth.

Financial Update from the Treasurer

The St. Mark congregation is truly blessed! Many will recall the concerns expressed at the
congregational meetings in December regarding a projected financial shortfall for the year. This was
based on year-to-date results reported through October of 2025 which showed a deficit condition. We
had been conducting a much-needed financial audit which delayed our fiscal year reporting. However,
member donations received in November and December were $55,563 ($14,215 and $48,332
respectively). The December donations were particularly significant and brought us into a net-positive
result for the year of $1,218. And then, just at year’s end, we received a bequest of $31,960 from the
estate of a member who had passed. This pushed our fiscal year surplus to $33,178. Our congregation
should be proud of this response and fiscal year completion.

GriefShare: Loss of a Spouse Event on April 18 GR,H.,Q@,.,\RE
People who are widowed haven't just lost a loved one; they've lost an entire OSS
lifestyle. This one-day, two-hour session GriefShare session hopes to offer i
support, clarity, and peace during this unsettling time. SPOUSE

You will meet people who understand what you are going through in a safe space to talk, be
encouraged, and connect. This 2-hour seminar includes a short video featuring expert Christian
counselors, authors, and pastors, followed by small-group discussion.

Join St. Mark’s special session, led by Nurse Becky, on Saturday, April 18 from 1-3 PM in the
Parish Hall. The free event includes a video, group discussion, and a Survival Guide. Pre-registration
is required at https://find.griefshare.org/events/290253

Offerings for 3/8: General Fund: $4,310.07; Coffee Fund: $72; Noisy Offering: $25


https://find.griefshare.org/events/290253

