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ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A congregation of the  

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
welcomes you! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

SATURDAY 
 

“SHINE” CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP: 6:00 PM (1ST
 SATURDAYS-CHAPEL) 

 

SUNDAY 

THE DIVINE LITURGY:  9:00AM  

EDUCATION HOUR: 10:30AM  
 

 
 

105 EAST “D” STREET   BELLEVILLE, IL  62220 

EMAIL: WORSHIP@STMARKBELLEVILLE.ORG 
 

THE REV. BRIAN M. ROBISON, PASTOR 

THE REV. RONALD C. NEUSTADT, PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

+ To parents with small children: We are glad your family is worshiping with us today! “Quiet Bags” 

(supplies & activities for use by small children) are available in the Welcome Area.  If you or your child need 

a break from the service, feel free to use the Welcome Area/narthex (the service is audible over the speakers). 

+ An accessible Restroom is available off the Welcome Area/Narthex next to the accessibility lift to the lower 

level.  Parish Hall and additional Restrooms are located on the lower level of the main church building. The 

stairway is off the entrance foyer. An usher will be happy to assist you with the lift.  

+ Assistive listening devices and low vision items are available. Please ask one of our ushers for assistance. 

+ Land Acknowledgement: This church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Quapaw, Myaamia, Kaskaskia, and Kickapoo peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here 

since time immemorial. We also recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and still call 

this land home. 

January 25, 

 2026 

 

The Third 

Sunday after 

Epiphany 
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PRELUDE           “Short Prelude #3” J.S. Bach 

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   Please STAND as you are able   

Blessed be the Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit - the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who 

spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.  Amen. 

Let us turn in confession to the One who knows us completely. 

Please KNEEL or remain as you are 

Mighty God, you call us to life in community,  

but we have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors.  

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.  

We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.  

Turn us to seek your face.  

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,  

that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water that 

never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and ☩ forgives your sin in Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN    “Thy Strong Word” ELW 511 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.     And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Let us pray... Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon 

us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Following the prayer, please SIT. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING:    Isaiah 9:1-4 

1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD] brought 

into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 

glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3 You have multiplied exultation; 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4 For the yoke of their burden 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 27:1, 4-9    chanted responsively between choir and congregation 

 
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 

  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 

 4 One thing I ask of the LORD; one | thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days | of my life; 

 5 For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 

 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing;  

I will sing and make music | to the LORD.  

 7 Hear my voice, O LORD, | when I call; 

  have mercy on me and | answer me. 

 8 My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O LORD, | I will seek. 

 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of | my salvation.  
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SECOND READING:     1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that you be knit together in the 

same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there 

are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong 

to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ 

been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank 

God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were 

baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know 

whether I baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the 

gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its 

power. 

 18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA VERSE The assembly STANDS to welcome the gospel.   

 
 

GOSPEL:    Matthew 4:12-23 

A reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as recorded by the apostle 

Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth 

and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that 

what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 

 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 

 16 the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
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17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 

them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 

of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

 Praise to you, O Christ.  Please SIT 
 

SERMON                     “Called Out of the Ordinary” The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Following the sermon, the assembly STANDS to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  ELW 841    
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  

 God’s only Son, our Lord. 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION The names of those for whom we pray aloud (members, staff, first-time 

additions) are listed below. Please read only the first names. Other prayer intentions can be found in the back of 

this bulletin. The response to “Merciful God,” is “Receive our prayer.” 

Ken Augustine, Eleanor Benton, Rob Buck, Gary Dozier, Charlie Duncan, Evelyn Duncan,  

Art Engelage, Michael Foppe, Morris Kugler, Bruce Martens, Lucy Montgomery, Ron Neustadt,  

Tina Partelow, Marilyn Robinson, Cohen Summers, Carol Weshinskey, Gary Weshinskey,  

PEACE The assembly is invited to share a greeting of God’s peace with one another. Following the Peace, you 

may be seated for a few moments. 

CHANCEL CHOIR “Make Me Your Servant, Lord” Lloyd Larson 

OFFERING  Should you wish to leave an offering today, it may be placed in the wooden box on the table 

near the baptismal font at any point during or after the service. 

OFFERING PRAYER   Please STAND as you are able 

Assistant: Let us pray together…  

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard  

what you have prepared for those who love you,  

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.  

Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Acknowledgements: Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations 

(except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used 

with permission of OneLicense #SBL07861: “Thy Strong Word” ©1969 Concordia Publishing House; “Will You Come and Follow Me 

(The Summons)” ©1987 Iona Community/WGRG (North America); “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” ©1975 Hope Publishing 

Company. All rights reserved. Some hymn music has been altered due to space considerations. All other printed hymns used are in the 

Public Domain. 
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It is indeed right…we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    traditional  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste and see. 

LAMB OF GOD Please SIT 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION   

Communion is open to everyone.  In this sacrament, we believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine.  

At this service, communion will be served from around the altar rail. At the usher’s direction, please come forward 

and kneel at the altar rail. 

 After receiving the bread, you may take an individual cup or drink from the chalice.  

 You may return to your seat after communing. 

 Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing. Please cross your arms over your chest 

to indicate this preference. 

 Reception of the Eucharist under one kind (bread or wine) is valid communion for those who must avoid either 

for health reasons. 

 If you are unable to go to the altar for communion, please notify an usher or the pastor, so that communion may 

be brought to you in your pew. 

SONGS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION:  

“Dearest Jesus, At Your Word”  ELW 520 

 
 

 

After the distribution is complete, the assembly STANDS for the blessing. 
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TABLE BLESSING   

The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Assistant: Let us pray together…  

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  

In the sacrament of his body and blood  

you have drawn us to your heart.  

Send us from this table with delight,  

that our lives may reflect the beauty  

of your love and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

May the triune God, who has given you a new song and tuned your heart for praise, bless you - 

Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit - now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” ELW 674 

 
 

ANNOUNCMENTS 

DISMISSAL        Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE           “Triumphal March” G.F. Handel 

 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison  +  Assisting Minister: Sherri Foppe 

Lector & Crucifer: Corbin Monfre  +  Tech Minister: Aaron Fuchs 

Chalice Bearer:  Greg Martens  +  Safety Volunteer: Tina Partelow 

Ushers: Kathy Casey & Nancy Guenther  +  Organist: Evelyn Duncan 
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Make Me Your Servant Lord by Lloyd Larson 

All I need, all my life is You, my Lord. There's nothing more I want than to be with You,  

Lord, all I want  all my life is to give myself to You that I may be a servant like You 
 

All You wanted all Your life was to serve me, Lord. You gave Yourself to me unselfishly  

You know, my Lord,   I've nothing to give You in return But here I am, I am Yours 
 

Make me Your servant, O Lord, I want to follow your footsteps show me the way 

Open my eyes, cleanse my heart, take my life Use me, Lord, for I am Your servant 
 

All You wanted all Your life was to serve me, Lord.  You gave Yourself to me unselfishly  

You know, my Lord, I've nothing to give You in return But here I am, I am Yours 
 

Make me Your servant, O Lord I want to follow your footsteps show me the way 

Open my eyes, cleanse my heart, take my life Use me, Lord, for I am Your servant 
 

Make me Your servant, O Lord I want to follow your footsteps show me the way 

Open my eyes, cleanse my heart, take my life Use me, Lord, Take me Lord   

Make me Lord a servant like You  Like You  Make me Your servant 

 
 

Prayer Intentions 

St. Mark Members 

Ken Augustine, Eleanor Benton, Robbie Buck, Gary Dozier, Charlie Duncan, Evelyn Duncan,  

Art Engelage, Michael Foppe, Morris Kugler, Bruce Martens, Lucy Montgomery, Tina Partelow,  

Marilyn Robinson, Cohen Summers, Carol and Gary Weshinskey 

St. Mark Family and Friends 

Dennis Althardt, Bert Alvarez, Stellamarie Bearth, Bonnie Baete, John Belz, Thomas Boxdorfer, Jim Braeutigam,  

Patty Brennecke, Susan Carson, Christine, Jody Cosson, Arianna Curnes, Catherine Davis, Mike Ellison,  

Katrina Fenner, Josh Gansmann, Christine Gass, Viv Gillespie, Joni Giordano, David Graber, Stephanie Groennert, 

TC Groennert, Andrea Hendrix, Jamie House, Glenda Jacquot, Jimmy Jurgens, Austin Lickenbrock, Dusty Little, 

Donna Loesche, Becky Loeschner, Wyatt Madison, Christopher Martiszus, Bobby & Joyce McCall, Don McCoy, 

Allen Martens, Janet Middendorf, Linda Munn, Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt, Dean Norrenberns, Hilda Parnell, 

Tim & Missy Partelow, Larry Powers, Goldie Rideout, Darrell Robinson, Shirley Saia,  

Sarah and Family, Jill Schlueter, Stefanie Schroeder, Denise Sebastian, David & Donna Sims, Margie Snep,  

Ingrid Thompson, Bob Vaughn, David Vaught, Toni Walston, Louise Wilson, Margie Wilson, Karen Woolf,  

Wilma Woolf, Jeanie Workman, Ken Zika, Chloe Zipperer 
 

Members and Friends Serving in Our Nation’s Military 

Ethan Collins, Taiylar Foppe Merrel, Josh Merrel, Ryan McKenzie, Amy Morgan 
 

Members celebrating birthdays this week 

Natalie Best (1/31) 
 

Members celebrating Wedding Anniversaries this week 

Terry & Nancy Tribout (1/25)  



 

 
THE WEEK AHEAD 

 

Thursday, January 29:  4:15PM Chancel choir 

   6:00PM Bell Choir 

   6:00PM Yoga – Parish Hall 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity! 

Pastor Brian and the Church Council express their deepest gratitude for the extraordinary generosity 

displayed by church members at the end of 2025. Thanks to the bequeath to St. Mark from the estate 

of Wally Kleist and several other large contributions, the church was not only able to end the year on 

a positive note, but “in the black!” 

    Please keep St. Mark in mind when financial and/or estate planning for the future. Doing so helps 

to ensure our ability to bring the Good News to the people of our community for many years to come. 
 

Important Safety Class Upcoming! 

On Saturday, February 7 from 9am-1pm in the parish hall, Chestnut Health Systems will present 

information on Mental Health, Substance Abuse/Narcan and Suicide awareness/prevention. Our 

target audience is the safety committee members, food pantry workers and ushers. Anyone else 

interested in this important information is also very welcome to attend.  Please sign up in the Canterbury 

Room on the available sheets on St. George’s table to assist in our planning. For questions, please text 

Mark Bearth @ (618) 767-6543 
 

Lenten Quiet Day - Save the Date 

This year’s Lenten Quiet Day at Toddhall Retreat Center will be on Saturday, February 28 from 

10am–2pm, led by Father Mark. The event is FREE, although freewill donations will be accepted at the 

event. Lunch is included with registration. The deadline for registrations is Friday, January 30, and 

can be made by calling St. George’s office or through this link: https://forms.gle/eq5DsL32MAC8U6F7A 
 

Great (Super) Bowls of Fire! 

St. George’s famous white chili (both mild and hot) will be sold Sunday, February 8 after 

each church service and from noon to 3:00PM in the Parish Hall. Cost is $11/quart when 

ordered in advance and prepaid, and $12 on the day of sale. Orders with payment can be 

made to Henry in the office or by mail to St. George’s. Proceeds benefit our food pantry. 

    As sign-up sheet to help prepare chili on Wednesday, January 28 and to make and dispense 

it on the day of sale is in the parish hall. 

    *Those who may be out of town Super Bowl Sunday but would like to order chili can request 

another Sunday for pickup. 

https://forms.gle/eq5DsL32MAC8U6F7A


Yoga Day Change in February 

To accommodate Lenten midweek activities for both churches, yoga classes will move to 

Mondays at 6:30pm beginning February 2. Classes will remain on Mondays through the end 

of May. 
 

50th Anniversary Committee 

St. Mark Lutheran Church celebrates the 50th anniversary of its first worship service on December 6, 

2026. This will kick off a year of celebration surrounding our 50th year. We are looking for members who 

might be interested in serving on a planning committee to devise ideas for events to help celebrate 

this milestone. Please contact Pastor Brian if you’re interested!   
 

From the Parish Nurse… Upper Respiratory Infections 

If you have symptoms of the flu, common cold, or COVID, please stay home if possible, and wear a 

mask to prevent spreading to others who may be vulnerable to infection. Everyone should be washing 

their hands diligently and/or using hand sanitizer as needed. Common symptoms include fever, 

runny nose, cough, or sore throat. These upper respiratory infections (especially the FLU) are very 

active right now, so please take care of yourself, and in doing so, take care of others!! 
 

GriefShare 12-Week Session at Zion 

Loss is hard. Even when we trust our loved ones are with the Lord, it can be 

hard for those of us left behind. GriefShare is a loss support group starting 

a new session at Zion Lutheran Church (1810 McClintock Ave, Belleville) 

on Monday, February 2, 2026 at 6:00 pm. The program is led by Nurse Becky Schnitzius, and will 

include video, group discussion, and personal workbook components. This group is open to the whole 

community. If you or someone you know may benefit from this group, please share this information 

with others. Sign up at  https://www.griefshare.org/groups/283072 
 

End-of-Year Giving Statements Email Error 

If you receive an electronic giving statement via email, those were sent out this past week. The subject 

and content of the email indicated it was the “Third Quarter Giving Statement.” This is not correct; the 

subject line and content was not updated to present it as the end-of-year giving statement for 2025.  

    To clarify, the giving statement attached to that email was indeed the end-of-year giving 

statement for the whole of 2025. Please be sure to retain the attachment for tax purposes. 
 

St. Mark Offerings for 1/18: General Fund: $2,376.19; Wally Kleist Memorial: $50;  

Toni Brendel Memorials: $97.32; 

 

https://www.griefshare.org/groups/283072

